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Inuit communities must be invested in to make Canada whole: Obed

More consultation needed pre-project: Panel

ANGELA GISMONDI
Staff Writer

Inuit communities should have the same 
opportunities as the rest of Canada when 
it comes to the infrastructure and ser-

vices that many Canadians take for granted, 
said Natan Obed, opening keynote speaker 
at the 27th annual CCPPP Conference on 
Public-Private Partnerships.

“Inuit Nunangat faces significant gap in 
infrastructure and also a lack of many other 
social and economic development programs 
that might be considered to be just the fab-
ric and the foundation of the way the which 
rest of Canada runs,” said Natan Obed, pres-
ident of Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), the 
national voice of Canada’s 65,000 Inuit.

“The opportunities for Canada’s Arctic 
are only going to be fully realized by sup-
porting Inuit as partners in this country and 
partners in the development of this country. 
We need to be considered as rightful recipi-
ents of the services and programs that Cana-
dians take for granted,” Obed explained.

“This gap also represents a significant 
opportunity for many of you in this room 
to work in partnership with the Inuit while 
generating a market return for your invest-
ment and driving a positive social impact 
on the environment and on Inuit communi-
ties,” he noted.

Obed explained Inuit Nunangat is a 
new term that Inuit have created for their 
homeland. Most Inuit live in 51 commu-
nities spread across the Inuvialuit Settle-
ment Region (Northwest Territories). Inuit 
Nunangat encompasses Nunavut, Nun-
avik (Northern Quebec), and Nunatsiavut 
(Northern Labrador).

Unreliable energy and connectivity, 
outdated social infrastructure and lack of 
housing in Canada’s north make for a chal-
lenging environment in which to develop 
infrastructure, he noted.

“We have a basic lack of infrastructure 
which goes back to the very formation of 
our communities and the colonial relation-
ships with entities that built the initial infra-
structure has not been replaced by modern 
considerations for the infrastructure deficits 
that we have today,” said Obed.

In addition to being two to three genera-
tions behind in terms of connectivity, the 
area also lacks hospitals and a university. 
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